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GRORGES SIMENON
JEAM BOURET

Georges Simenon, Jean Bouret,
Bernard Buffet; les Cahiers de la Peinture, Paris,
les Presses Artistiques, No.4, 1958 DZAf

fig.6
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fig.3
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ARTIST: BUFFET, W
TITLE: SELF PORTRAIT .

MEDIUM: 011 o eanfas
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DOFEREBBEARITINT BN F =)V ¥ 27 2D %75 ) [ I
L T S T AR B2 ) 45485, 20254E 3. 2-11TEH (L. 2D 3L
HRIEAE I 20254F -2 LIEFE ) o
227 3 AETETHE 0005 W EmERITELzEDEHLNT
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723D (Bernard Buffet, Paris, Maurice Garnier, 3 vol., 1986-
2007) & NV F = a7z L > THADMBETED S
T 530 (Bernard Buffet: Catalogue Raisonné de |'Euvre
peint, ed., Le Fonds de Dotation Bernard Buffet et la Galerie
Maurice Garnier, Paris, 2 vol., 2019-2024.) ® ZFifi 5 %,
B 1 S H BTSRRI A S5 2 L RIELIAEMAE 4 JLz i
SN BEIWBEORTESIZEDH > T 1958EDIEMETL
PHEDHN TRV IR T EE TIEEMEMICL Y A5 25K
SNTBLT NEMOFEICHED B 5,29 LIz KNZ AT W
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* Nicolas Foulkes, Bernard Buffet: The Invention of the Modern
Mega-artist, London, Preface, 2016, pp.134-135; Exh. cat.,
Rétrospective Bernard Buffet, Paris, Le Musée d'Art moderne
de la Ville de Paris, 2016-2017, p108. (LA T, Z ® 3k 12 Exh.
cat., Rétrospective Bernard Buffet, 2016-2017 L B&FE).

R OB IEEIOEEIC LS THBROHRIZDEZShTw
7o BMMRETE 2y 72D (Za—I— 7 Jist) | [H0 2 ] 6l
Ak, 195945 H. 55648 5. 59-61 H BAOIC X A 27 = |2 B3k
AL IR R, 202545-2 |0FE6 % S 1,

5 ] 2.1 Exh. cat., Rétrospective Bernard Buffet, 2016-201712
BV THIBTHEMF O 27227 A AL OBRIFFESRTW
B\,

6 Georges Simenon, Jean Bouret, Bernard Buffet; les Cahiers
de la Peinture, Paris, les Presses Artistiques, No.4, 1958 (E
Feg OFKFERL). M. 2O 3CHRIE Simenon, Bouret, 1958 & B4 Hi
1O RNy T A A AR 19104F 1 1Y i & SEAly
fEOREREZ PR RO MM E L CRRA L 72 AEDS S HE A e
U BIA Y T4 EMERIL 19614E, Z O FEMi I 7 5%
Wi EE DOBRBEZS T M R 2R TH B FEMEEO AT 27
4 b (https://www.lacma.org/about?tab=history#history:
20264E 1A 31H. #4727 £ 2 W T T D 44 i [the Los

A& DR
OS>V BIVA - ADV T4 EMEMEE COERE Y —J1> T A—2DXE(CHDE T AIATDON)VF—)U-EaTIDRE /51

Angeles Museum of History, Science, and Art]&ZEH» N Tw»

550D 8 THRATAUKORES YT Tld ML 2

[Los Angeles County Museum & 52 &N T W 5720, KTl

(a4 BIVA A7 T4 A | FREEE L TR L7

8 Exh. cat., Paintings by Bernard Buffet, Los Angeles, Los

Angeles County Museum of Art, 1954-1955. KAy 7o+
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LEFES,

S LT ARBICE D B 1EHIE RIS CHIH AR L

TRESA S a IO, Zohyu T HEESRERS

TV,

VPR INS ST DR sa s L RO F 5% K $, Charles

Sorlier, Bernard Buffet; Lithographe, Paris, Draeger, 2 vol.,

octobre 1979.
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BUFFET1ZZ0001.

8 £V y—OIREL BEX Y07 OE UK TR A
EL[ER1]22H,

WAZLATIZE LTI BT @ 30k % 2 M. Michelangelo

Capua, Jean Negulesco; The Life and Films, North Carolina,

McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2017.

5 Pierre Descargues, Bernard Buffet;, Collection Artistes de

Ce Temps, Paris, Les Presses Littéraires de France, 1949 (B

Fro0FRLRL). LUF. 2O XHkid Descargues, 1949 & 550

67—t Y7 A= [ A — I NDATE B FRERR, B

WAL 197248 7H,

P AN=Y [ 50 Y2 u DA JE W SR B

TrRER, ZREP 19754E 500

87— 7 A=V [ RO NT R (1) [ Rk =R, =4

BHF19564E3H; T =T 7 A b= RO NT R (T) |

P = AR, =4 E 5. 19564E6 H.

¥ ESI RGO BRKER 22 S,

% Jean Bouret, “La Passion selon Buffet”, Arts : lettres,

spectacles, musique, 8 février 1952, p.4. LL F. 2 @ 3Tk X

Bouret, 1952 & B4,

21 Buffet expose aujourd'hui trois toiles ot il a inscrit la

Passion du Christ d'une facon telle que je défie tout homme

normal de ne pas se sentir remué jusqu'au malaise devant

ces ceuvres,; Bouret, 1952, p.4.

22 Je connais les objections que l'on fera a cette peinture. J'en

sais les ruses et les faiblesses, j'en sais aussi la part de vérité,

c'est la plus mince. J'aime la peinture de ce gosse de génie

sans jeunesse et sans age, et vive, aprés tout, la subjectivité

de la critique quand elle reconnait quelque chose de grand.,;

Bouret, 1952, p.4.

2 Exh. cat,, Rétrospective Bernard Buffet, 2016-2017, p.20.
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24 Un peintre de la misére, et non pas seulement de la
pauvreté, remarqué déja Salon d'Automne et au Salon des
Moins de trente ans, fait une premiére exposition
particuliére de ses ceuvres a la Galerie « Impressions d'Art
». C'est Bernard Buffet qui, nous dit-on, n'a pas vingt ans.
Des gris sales, des terres comme délavées, des verdatres, de
tristes objets dont les contours font penser a ceux des chats
maigres, lui servent a manifester un indéniable tempérament
de coloriste né, et qui, sauf imprévu, ira loin. Ses
compositions a personnages ou le dessin est plus
systématiquement anguleux et les valeurs moins justes,
captivent cependant par la vérité de l'atmospheére, qui est
celle des chambres de 1'hotel du Nord.; Le Flaneur des
Deux Rives, “D'Une rive a l'autre”, Les Nouvelles littéraires,
artistiques et scientifiques, 15 janvier 1948, p.5.

% Exh. cat., Rétrospective Bernard Buffet, 2016-2017, p.21.

% Exh. cat., Rétrospective Bernard Buffet, 2016-2017,
pp.20-21.

%7 Simenon, Bouret, 1958 (A&7 O FKitkL).

2 fE N 20254F-2.

® IR E T2y 7 2725 T A0 2 | 4L, 1955454
H. #5967, 63 H,

% Descargues, 1949 (A5 DRiLRL). M, 7 A7)V 7131959
FIZDE 2T DE ) 7T 7% EFEL TV A, Pierre Descargues,
Bernard Buffet; Témoins du XXe Siécle, Paris, Edition
Universitaires, 1959.

31 Gabriel-Albert Aurier, “Les isolées. Vincent Van Gogh”,
Mercure de France, janvier 1890, pp. 257-268. & —V) DI D
LRI EE A LT OB IRV TE RO FE LTHRE
fToTVheFF)— Ty 7[TyRIRE Ty Rk orzh 35
M oL 5] =W 5 AR B 55, 20054 35, 269-278
Ho M=y 7IZX5EHIT =y 7, 20054 L HEFL,

2 F—V)IPRLT—=F DT 7 AMIB LTI T 22, =
LGB BED e WEIH—T—F Y OHRE O S EF—) T D
R IAMT ) 55287, 20224E3H. 1941 H,
BA=NZOMILEZHNIHL TR U T OXE S M. —
=2, 20054, 36 F: R Ak A [ X > CHi N2 (R ER) -7
NN =) =1 T DML FF— TSI FE T i) 0 21K
86175, 20194E3 0 1-15H (BUF . SO STIZRER 20194F- &
MEEL) o

T =y, 20054F. 36 H

% FELY 20194E.5H

3 Son art a lui, il ne 1'a pris a personne, Il n'est pas fils de
Cézanne ou de Picasso, il ne triche pas dans la généalogie et
c'est bien ce qui ennuie mes chers vieux crocodiles,
pontifiants.; Bouret, 1952, p.4.

T RMRET R D) el [ TH D 2 LAl UL, 1952425
H.5#561%5.62H,

B 752 CaTdo[BRENNF— N -LaTrz2FBAIZLDO |F
R [~V — a7 = B OfF )7 (RE &5 07)
FHR OV — b ¥ 27 2 AR 20234110, 28H (L 2@
HRZ T T v 2, 2023 4E £ T ) o

] ko

02 b= OFEICEHL T LT OME 2SR A2 [TER
T=I1 Y7 A b= 33) Tf& Rz —[E~0EE] &
77 v Ty Rz B — (1) T EIREB AR - ST LT gE ) i b A7
REFEIBE B FRAEER. S 2355 175, 2024 4E9H. 55-77H.,

4 Exh. cat., Vincent Van Gogh, Paris, Musée de |'Orangerie,
1947. NV F = E a7 2 EM MDD 5N TWBHE 27 2 A
WOEERIIEOBETHLT IV V2 - T b IT % ETH
Wz BN S O FEREAFI SN BRI TICHL V. T
T2, 20234, 28- 29 R E AN My 7 Z TV —)b-
Yo7 x EANAEAE R S 5557, 2021458 ., 128 s T34 [ 4
Wi (E 27 223 77 2 LB & L)W T [V —
- ¥ a7 LA ARAR ] 0 585, 20244E12H. 8,

2 NV — - R T 7V [ BAASR I3 3 I RARIER AR THALSE
Wizcie BT 7 AFEM R oy - F- X HARR ) (BES 7S
v ) fEHFT R, 195145, FIAT AR L HHGE#Z: Lo A, 3T
PFCEHINTWBIHEFIISHOEKRLICH D 72,

S BIRE & ST 023 JTBIh el | SCEREA:, 194148
7H.98-103H; By MR E [ 8 3 P IR T 57 5 Y Afb—»
AR N [ 5540 ) & B € 19414F 9, 86195, 51-56 Lo

4 Des hommes apparaissent aux visages maigres, aux mains
interminables, des femmes que l'on désire désespérément,
des étres a limage de leur univers ou la lumiére sans ombre,
effrayante, ne laisse aucun espoir de caresse, ni de repos.;
Descargues, 1949 (&5 D&tk L).

% Anonym, “Charles K. Feldman, Producer Of 'Streetcar' Is
Dead at 63", New York Times, 26 may 1968, p.84.
©NF ) TEROF) T THEm O BUGS: IR FHEF
AR SRS, 20214F 96-144 B (Linda Nochlin, “The Imaginary
Orient”, The Politics of Vision: Essays on Nineteenth Century
Art and Society, New York, Harper & Row, 1991, pp.33-59)5

Myr. and Mrs. Jean Negulesco

ROOTS, 22Y4 X 28Y2 inches, ink

PORT OF MARSEILLE, 22 V4 X 28Y inches, ink
SELF-PORTRAIT, 41% X 81% inches, oil

BANLIEU STREET, 64% %X 82% inches, oil
SELF-PORTRAIT, 86% X 44% inches, oil

PORTRAIT OF A GIRL IN PINK BLOUSE, 28% x 32%
inches, oil

PORTRAIT OF A GIRL IN A BLACK BLOUSE, 34%: x 29
7 inches, oil

THE BUTCHER, 55 X 58%: inches, oil

THE FUNERAL, 43 X 59 inches, oil

STILL LIFE WITH PLATE, 29" X 37 inches, oil

Julian and Jean Aberbach
CRUCIFIXION, 51 X 38 inches, crayon
DAISIES IN A WHITE VASE 25% x 20 inches, oil

Myr. and Mrs. Irving Stone

WOMAN MODEL, 22 x 28 inches, oil, 1949

BLUE BUILDINGS, 24 X 32 inches, oil, 1949
SELF-PORTRAIT, 32 X 40 inches, oil, 1949
PORTRAIT—LADY IN GREEN, 24 X 36 inches, oil, 1949
STILL-LIFE—BOWL WITH COFEE GRINDER, 22 x 28
inches, oil, 1949

STILL-LIFE —FISH AND OIL-LAMP, 32 X 22 inches, oil,
1949

Rex Evans
STILL-LIFE WITH CHERRIES, 26Y2 x 20% inches, oil

Myr. and Mrs. Sol Lesser
STILL-LIFE WITH ONIONS AND VASE, 10% x 17V inches,
oil

Myr. and Myrs. Milton Sperling
STILL-LIFE, 35 X 48 inches, oil, 1950

Clifton Webb
STILL-LIFE WITH LEMON, about 18 X 24 inches, oil

Myr. and Mrs. Barre Shlaes
LANDSCAPE, oil

Charles Feldman

STILL-LIFE WITH ARTICHOKE, 38 X 76 inches, oil
STILL-LIFE WITH WINE BOTTLE, 19 X 23 inches, oil
THE ARTIST'S STUDIO, 62 x 50 inches, ol

Myr. and Mrs. Fred Grunwald
FOR A SONG, colored lithograph

the Falk-Raboff Gallery
THISTLES, 202 X 13 inches, lithograph, 1952

BERNARD BUFFET
by
IRVING STONE

Writing in the French newspaper, Arts, on February 18,
1952, critic Jean Bouret commented, “Bernard Buffet is a
child of genius, without youth and without age.”

Bernard Buffet, born in Paris near the Place Pigalle on
July 10, 1928, was a poor book-student at the lycee, but at
the age of fifteen he began sketching in the evenings,
entered I'Ecole Nationale des Beaux Arts at sixteen, and at
his first exhibition at the ripe age of twenty won the Prix de

la Critique. When I met him at the Drouant-David Gallery in
Paris in the summer of 1949 he was just celebrating his
twenty-first birthday, yet he had a school of imitators, and
his canvases were being bought by curators from such
distant museums as Copenhagen and Buenos Aires.

Buffet is pleasant to be with, but never easy: shy, pale,
silent, introverted, so slight of figure that as Pierre
Descargues says in his monograph, “The world thought he
did not have long to live, that the sanitarium or common
grave would be his tomorrow.” Yet he has the
indestructibility of an inner dedication: he works fast, he
works hard, he works steadily. One French critic observes,
“At twenty-five he already has a life's work done. He paints
an infinite number of canvases as though he had some
infinite number of rosaries to recite.”

The first article written about Vincent Van Gogh was
called Les Isolées. Without straining the comparison,
Bernard Buffet is also an isolated one: he imitates no one,
borrows from no one, flatters no one, seems to derive from
no school or pattern. He is as isolated from the world about
him as are the lonely still-lifes -lifes he paints; paints; and
why not, since the figures, male and female alike, are always
himself ?

His power to reveal is as great as his inability to conceal;
he has been accused of blending love and hate intimately, of
being, as an end-product of his epoch, unable to produce
what is full of life. Yet when one has lived with his paintings,
the bases for his achievement emerge: the compactness, the
draftsmanship, the piercing eye, the inner conviction and
dignity, the uniqueness of mind and technique, the
willingness to be different, to pass by the banal, the easy, the
overworked, to find the meaningful, the difficult, the tragic.

There is beauty here too: the beauty of leanness, of
penetration, of compassion, the bold statement of a fearless
one, the sui generis. Descargues says, “If he moves us it is
because, despite the fact that his work is exceptional, it is
terribly real.”

Buffet's work is more than that, much more: it has not
only the validity, but the power to move us: perhaps to pity
and terror ? Is that not the inexorable demand of all true

art ?
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